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Dear Colleagues, 

I would like to express my concern about the financial support for the publishing sector in 

Wales. 

The sector is led by the Books Council of Wales (Cyngor Llyfrau Cymru) which saw a 

10.5% cut in its annual budget from the Welsh Government in 2024-25. This followed years 

without any increase in its budget - before the cut, the size of the grant had remained 

unchanged for over 10 years - and did not take into account the effects of inflation. The 

prospect of a further cut to its budget in 2025-26 is a matter of great concern.  

The need for government support for the publishing sector in Wales has never been greater: 

The publishing sector supports literacy at the very time when reading standards among 

15-year-old school pupils in Wales are at their lowest ever – a situation exacerbated by the 

effects of the Covid pandemic. According to the Pisa test results released in December 

2023, Wales is the only country in the UK where pupils’ reading scores are below the 

international average. 

The publishing sector supports the Welsh language and has a key role to play in 

meeting the Welsh government’s target of a million Welsh speakers by 2050. In terms of the 

use of the Welsh language and its viability, its role is as central as that of Mudiad Ysgolion 

Meithrin, the National Centre for Learning Welsh and the Coleg Cymraeg Cenedlaethol, 

three national bodies saved from cuts in 2024-25. In the case of the National Centre for 

Learning Welsh and the Coleg Cymraeg, it was decided to maintain ‘budgets at 2023-24 

levels to cause the least disruption to the Welsh language sector’.  

The publishing sector supports the Welsh economy and many publishers employ a 

number of freelancers, e.g. editors, designers, authors and translators, who live and work in 

rural Wales. 

The publishing sector supports the health of the nation: among its many other benefits, 

reading has been proven to be beneficial to mental health and well-being. Here is a recent 

report by the National Literacy Trust, one of several pieces of research that confirm this 

important point: https://literacytrust.org.uk/research-services/research-reports/reading-for-

mental-wellbeing-in-2023/ 

Not only that, but the publishing sector is making great strides — with the motivation of the 

Books Council and Literature Wales in particular — to meet the needs of cohorts in 

society who are disadvantaged, or are under-represented.  

The publishing sector is also a shop window to show Wales and its rich culture to the 

world, thereby boosting tourism, and the heritage sector and the country's economy as a 

whole.    

The new Labour Government’s Chancellor of the Exchequer pledged there would be no 

more economic austerity: with the publishing sector in Wales still trying to deal with the 

devastating impact of the 10.5% cut in 2024-25, we ask that you honour this pledge and 

ensure that no further cuts are introduced in 2025-26. This would go some way towards 

trying to ensure that an already extremely challenging situation does not turn into a very real 

crisis. 

Yours sincerely  

Marged Haycock 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fliteracytrust.org.uk%2Fresearch-services%2Fresearch-reports%2Freading-for-mental-wellbeing-in-2023%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ctranslation.requests%40senedd.wales%7C7a8be9ec17a64322759508dce93c1d59%7C38dc5129340c45148a044e8ef2771564%7C0%7C0%7C638641691601457632%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=CZkS1DR%2F%2FZS76%2FwO0GCib4XBQ0KISgxCIRoi0aVCwsU%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fliteracytrust.org.uk%2Fresearch-services%2Fresearch-reports%2Freading-for-mental-wellbeing-in-2023%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ctranslation.requests%40senedd.wales%7C7a8be9ec17a64322759508dce93c1d59%7C38dc5129340c45148a044e8ef2771564%7C0%7C0%7C638641691601457632%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=CZkS1DR%2F%2FZS76%2FwO0GCib4XBQ0KISgxCIRoi0aVCwsU%3D&reserved=0


Cyfieithiad i’r Saesneg gan Gomisiwn y Senedd | English Translation by Senedd 
Commission  

 
Emeritus Professor Marged Haycock, Department of Welsh, Aberystwyth University 

mah@aber.ac.uk   

mailto:mah@aber.ac.uk

